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In this workshop, we will… 

• reverse engineer speaking test items

• gain insight into how to develop speaking tests for your classrooms.



- CEFR = Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

- CEFR is a famous English language test

- There are 6 main levels in the CEFR, ranging from A1-C2

- C2 means you are the same level as a native speaker

- The CEFR can be used as a syllabus for a language learning program

- CEFR can support teachers to become more effective
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The CEFR defines 

language proficiency at 

six levels arranged in 

three bands: 



The CEFR consists of a series of scales containing descriptors indicating 

what a learner can do in that context…

1) Common Reference Scales
Very general view of language abilities at each CEFR level 

(Including Global Scale, Overall Scales, Self-assessment Grid, and Qualitative 

Features of Spoken Language)

2) Narrow Scales
Language abilities in various sub-skills/areas of competence

(including different language activities, skills, genres, and linguistic, 

pragmatic, and socio-linguistic competences) 



C2
Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise information from different spoken and written 

sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently 

and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

C1
Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and 

spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and 

professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of 

organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.

B2
Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her 

field of specialisation. Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers 

quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint 

on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

B1
Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc.. Can 

deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can produce simple connected 

text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and 
briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

A2
Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal 

and family information, shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple 

and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, 

immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

A1
Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete 

type. Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, 

people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is 

prepared to help.

p. 175



I can interact with a 

degree of fluency and 
spontaneity that makes 

regular interaction with 

native speakers quite 

possible 

I can interact in a simple 

way provided the other 

person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase 

things at a slower rate of 

speech and help me 

formulate what I'm 

trying to say

I can take part 

effortlessly in any 

conversation or 

discussion and have a 

good familiarity with 

idiomatic expressions 

and colloquialisms

p. 177-181



Can produce stretches of language 

with a fairly even tempo; although 

he/she can be hesitant as he or she 

searches for patterns and 

expressions, there are few noticeably 

long pauses. 
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Language Activities

Production

Speaking

Overall oral 
production

Sustained 
monologue: 
describing 
experience

Sustained 
monologue: 

putting a case 
(e.g. a debate)

Public 
announcements

Addressing 
students 

Writing

Overall written 
production

Creative writing

Reports and 
essays

Reception

Reading

Overall reading 
comprehension

Reading 
correspondence 

Reading for 
orientation

Reading for 
information and 

arguments

Reading 
instructions

Listening

Overall listening 
comprehension

Understanding 
interaction 

between other 
speakers

Listening as a 
member of a live 

audience

Listening to 
announcements 
and instructions

Listening to 
audio, media and 

recordings

Interaction

Speaking

Overall oral 
interaction

Understanding the 
interlocutor

Conversation

Informal discussion

Formal discussion 
and meetings

Goal-orientated co-
operation

Obtaining goods and 
services

Information 
exchange

Interview & being 
interviewed

Using 
telecommunications

Writing

Overall written 
interaction

Correspondence

Notes, messages 
and forms

Note-taking 
(lectures, 

seminars etc.)

Processing texts

Audio-Visual Online Interaction



Language 
Competences

Linguistic 
competencies

General linguistic 
range

Vocabulary range

Vocabulary control

Grammatical accuracy

Phonological control

Orthographic control

Pragmatic (Discourse)  
competencies

Flexibility

Turn-taking

Thematic development

Coherence

Spoken fluency

Propositional precision

Socio-linguistic 
competencies

Socio-linguistic 
appropriateness



1) Use the CEFR for PLANNING learning

Teachers can use the descriptors to:

-benchmark your students’ language ability in 

terms of use

-set goals for your students and your teaching 

outcomes

-guide you on what topics and content to use in 

your classrooms



2) Use the CEFR for MEASURING learning

Teachers can use the descriptors to:

-set clear and transparent criteria by which students 

are assessed

-formulate assessment in positive terms rather than 

deficiencies (CAN-do)

-focus on language use rather than language 

knowledge in evaluating ability

-select the content and task types to be used in tests 

and quizzes



3) Use the CEFR for SELF-DIRECTED learning

Teachers can use the descriptors to:

-raise your students’ awareness of their current levels 

of proficiency

-help your learners seek out appropriate and relevant 

materials and learning resources

-support your students to set realistic goals and to 

self-evaluate whether they have met these goals

-teach students how to use the self-assessment 

descriptors to become independent learners 



Students need to learn for themselves how they move 

up to the next level … they need to internalise the 

process. Learning cannot be done for them by the 

teachers. 

(Mary James)

Students are involved in self-assessment when they look at their own work 

in a reflective way, identify aspects of it that are good and that could be 

improved, and then set personal learning targets for themselves. 



The CEFR provides standards that illustrate to students how to recognize 

success and how their work will be assessed

Determine 
CEFR level of 

task

Have a look at 
the Common 

Reference 
Scales

Identify 
descriptors 

most relevant 
to task level

Ask learners to 
rate 

themselves 
according to 

these 
descriptors

Have learners 
come up with
new learning 

goals! 



Which of these two sports do you think is more enjoyable and why?

How important is it to do some kind of sport or exercise?

What CEFR level is this task targeting? B1

p. 177-181

p. 183-185



•I can connect phrases in a simple way in 

order to describe experiences and 

events, my dreams, hopes & ambitions. 

•I can briefly give reasons and 

explanations for opinions and plans. I can 

narrate a story or relate the plot of a book 

or film and describe my reactions.



•RANGE: Has enough language to get by, with sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with 

some hesitation and circumlocutions on topics such as family, hobbies and interests, work, 

travel, and current events. 

•ACCURACY: Uses reasonably accurately a repertoire of frequently used "routines" and patterns 

associated with more predictable situations. 

•FLUENCY: Can keep going comprehensibly, even though pausing for grammatical and lexical 

planning and repair is very evident, especially in longer stretches of free production.

• INTERACTION: Can initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that 

are familiar or of personal interest. Can repeat back part of what someone has said to confirm 

mutual understanding. 

•COHERENCE: Can link a series of shorter, discrete simple elements into a connected, linear 

sequence of points. 

•PHONOLOGY: Pronunciation is generally intelligible; can approximate intonation and stress at 

both utterance and word levels. However, accent is usually influenced by other language(s) 

he/she speaks. 



Can you:

- connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences? YES or NO

- briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans? YES or NO

- express yourself with sufficient vocabulary, with some hesitation on familiar topics? YES or NO

- use a range of frequently-used structures associated with more predictable situations. YES or NO

- keep talking, even though you sometimes pause for grammatical/lexical planning? YES or NO

- maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that are familiar to you? YES or NO

- link a series of short simple, ideas into a connected sequence of points? YES or NO

- generally be understood, using some intonation and stress at word and sentence level? YES or NO



Did this student meet the goals derived from the Can Do

statements? Why or why not? 

Which of these two sports do you think is more enjoyable and why?

How important is it to do some kind of sport or exercise?



Could the student:

- connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences? 

- briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans? 

- express yourself with sufficient vocabulary, with some hesitation on familiar topics? 

- use a range of frequently-used structures associated with more predictable situations. 

- keep talking, even though you sometimes pause for grammatical/lexical planning? 

- maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that are familiar to you? 

- link a series of short simple, ideas into a connected sequence of points? 

- generally be understood, using some intonation and stress at word and sentence level? 

✓

✓
✓
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓



For individual descriptors:

I can connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences and events

✔✔ ✔

I can connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences and events

I can connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences and events



The candidate is asked three questions related to a single topic and is given one minute to 

prepare an answer and take notes. Then the candidate will speak for two minutes. 

Tell me about a personal achievement or award you have received

How did you feel about this achievement?

Do awards encourage people to do their best?



Today, we used Common Reference Scales to 

illustrate how the CEFR can be used for self-

assessment purposes. Your students could 

also: 

- Use some of the narrow scales

- Create your own scales!



https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-

framework-reference-languages/home



https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-

council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english-0



http://www.englishprofile.org/



If you have any questions about today’s topic, please feel free to ask!








