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In this workshop, we will… 

• reverse engineer reading test items

• gain insight into how to develop reading tests for your classrooms.
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A framework to describe what a person can do in a language as 

they progress from the lowest level to the highest.

- The CEFR stands for The Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languages 

- The descriptions of levels are skills-based, in the form of 
Can Do statements

- First published by the Council of Europe in 2001, the 
CEFR has been translated into 39 languages and is used 
all over the world

- All major international tests, textbooks, language 
syllabuses and language programmes claim a link 
between themselves and the CEFR



C2
Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise information from different spoken and written 

sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently 

and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

C1
Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and 

spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and 

professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of 

organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.

B2
Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her 

field of specialisation. Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers 

quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint 

on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

B1
Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc.. Can 

deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Can produce simple connected 

text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and 
briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

A2
Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal 

and family information, shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple 

and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, 

immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

A1
Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete 

type. Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, 

people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is 

prepared to help.

• Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract 

topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. 

• Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular 

interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. 

• Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a 

viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various 

options.

•Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases 

aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. 

•Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about 

personal details such as where he/she lives, people he/she knows and things 
he/she has. 

•Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and 

is prepared to help.
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B2

B1

A2

A1

• Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions 

related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic 
personal and family information, shopping, local geography, 

employment).

• Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a 

simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 
routine matters.

• Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, 

immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate
need.
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• Can understand the main points of clear standard input on 

familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, 
etc..

• Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in 
an area where the language is spoken. 

• Can produce simple connected text on topics which are 

familiar or of personal interest. 

• Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and

ambitions and briefly give reasons and explanations for 

opinions and plans.
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A1

• Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and

recognise implicit meaning.

• Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without
much obvious searching for expressions.

• Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic
and professional purposes.

• Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex

subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns,
connectors and cohesive devices.



What language skills do you think these types of people need to have?

IELTS 

Examiner

Studying 

medicine at 

university

University 

prep 

course

Spousal 

visa for the 

UK



CEFR: 

A comprehensive document that describes a learner’s 

language ability as they progress from the lowest level to 

the highest.

Assessment: 

The act of collecting information and making judgments 

about a language learner's knowledge of a language and 

ability to use it. 

Test: 

A procedure designed to elicit certain behaviour from which 

one can make inferences about certain characteristics of an 

individual.

CEFR

Test



• High stakes English 

language proficiency 

test

• Used by people who 

want to study/work in an 

English-speaking 

country

• Linked to CEFR

• Low-Medium stakes 

English language 

proficiency test

• Used by 

schools/companies to 

measure the English of 

their students/employees

• Based on the CEFR

• Low-Medium stakes 

English language 

proficiency test

• Used by people who 

want to quickly know 

and certify their own 

English level 

• Aligned to CEFR



FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS
- Deeper understanding of their own English proficiency 

- Helps learners choose suitable learning plan/materials at the right level

FOR TEACHERS
- Deeper understanding of their students’ English proficiency 

- Helps teachers plan suitable goals/lessons for their students

FOR TEST USERS
- Deeper understanding of test takers’ exam results

- Allows comparisons of different examinations to be made



Read the test 
question and 
determine the 

type of 
language 
activity

Consider what 
genre(s) the 
test question 

relates to

Find the Can-
Do statements 
most relevant 

to the test 
question 

Decide on the 
approximate 

CEFR level the 
test question 
is aimed at 

Create 
learning 

objectives and 
materials for 

the classroom!

It is possible to ‘reverse engineer’ test questions to find out the CEFR level 

it is testing, as well as the Can-Do statements that apply to it. 



The candidate must sort 

the sentences into the 

correct order so that the 

text makes sense. They 

do this by clicking on a 

sentence and dragging it 

to its correct position.

There are two of these 

tasks in this part.



Reading comprehension involves 

receiving and processing written input: 

activating what are thought to be 

appropriate schemata in order to build 

up a representation of the meaning 

being expressed and a hypothesis as to 

the communicative intention behind it.

READING COMPREHENSION



Reading 

correspondence

Reading for orientation

Reading for information 

& argument

Reading instructions

Reading as a leisure 

activity

Reading Comprehension 

Match the genre with the correct definition

d) Reading (and understanding) both personal and formal 

communication, i.e., through emails, letters, discussion forums, blogs, etc

a) Search reading. Involves ‘skimming’ (reading at speed in order to 

judge relevance) and ‘scanning’ (looking quickly through a text 

searching for specific information). 

e) Detailed reading. Involves careful study of a text that one has judged 

to be relevant for a purpose at hand. It is often associated with study 

and professional life. 

c) A specialized form of reading for information. 

b) Involves both fiction and nonfiction, including creative texts, different 

forms of literature, magazine and newspaper articles, blogs, 

biographies, etc. – depending on one’s interests. 



The candidate must sort 

the sentences into the 

correct order so that the 

text makes sense. They 

do this by clicking on a 

sentence and dragging it 

to its correct position.

There are two of these 

tasks in this part.



Genre Descriptor Band?

Reading for 

information 

& argument

Can understand the finer points and implications of a complex report or article even outside their area of

specialization.

Can recognize when a text provides factual information and when it seeks to convince readers of

something.

Can understand texts describing people, places, everyday life and culture, etc., provided they use simple

language.

Can recognise significant points in straightforward news articles on familiar subjects.

Reading 

instructions

Can understand clearly expressed, straightforward instructions for a piece of equipment.

Can understand lengthy, complex instructions in their field, including details on conditions and warnings,

provided they can reread difficult sections.

Can follow short, simple directions (e.g. to go from X to Y).

Can understand simple, brief instructions, provided they are illustrated and not presented in continuous 

text.

C2

B2

A2

B1

B1

B2

A1

A2



Approximate CEFR level = A2 



- Can identify specific information in simpler material they encounter such as letters, 

brochures and short news articles describing events.

- Can understand the main points of short texts dealing with everyday topics (e.g. lifestyle, 

hobbies, sports, weather).

- Can understand texts describing people, places, everyday life and culture, etc., provided 

they use simple language.

- Can understand a short factual description or report within their own field, provided 

simple language is used and that it does not contain unpredictable detail.

- Can understand regulations, for example safety, when expressed in simple language.



Have a look at the following test item and reverse 

engineer it to find out the CEFR level it is testing, as well 

as the Can-Do statements that apply to it!

Read the test 
question and 
determine the 

type of 
language 
activity

Consider what 
genre(s) the 
test question 

relates to

Find the Can-
Do statements 
most relevant 

to the test 
question 

Decide on the 
approximate 

CEFR level the 
test question 
is aimed at 

Create 
learning 

objectives and 
materials for 

the classroom!



The candidate is asked 

to read a long text 

(about 750 words). They 

will also read eight 

headings. The task is to 

match seven of the 

headings to paragraphs 

in the text. There is 

always an extra heading 

that does not fit with any 

paragraph.



Today, we used CEFR Scales to ‘reverse 

engineer’ a reading test question to find out 

the CEFR level it is testing, as well as the Can-

Do statements that apply to it. You could also: 

- Use Reception Strategy scales

- Measure the language level of the text



https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-

framework-reference-languages/home



https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/british-

council-eaquals-core-inventory-general-english-0



http://www.englishprofile.org/
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https://textinspector.com/



If you have any questions about today’s topic, please feel free to ask!
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