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A Few Webinar ‘rules’



In this workshop, we will… 
• Overview the CEFR
• Explore how listening is covered in the CEFR
• Discuss the CEFR and Listening Assessment
• Implications for teachers

Workshop Aims



Why is this useful for teachers?

decode a score
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decode a testCEFR

Create a test

Prepare for a test



Warmer
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☽
Grammatical structure is limited to words and phrases. 
Errors in basic patterns and simple grammar structures impede 
understanding.

☆ Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do 
not lead to misunderstanding. 

☀ Control of simple grammatical structures. 
Errors occur when attempting complex structures.

☂ Uses some grammatical structures correctly 
but systematically makes basic mistakes.



Grammatical range and accuracy rating scale
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Some complex grammar constructions used accurately. Errors do 
not lead to misunderstanding. 

Control of simple grammatical structures. 
Errors occur when attempting complex structures.

Uses some grammatical structures correctly 
but systematically makes basic mistakes.
Grammatical structure is limited to words and phrases. 
Errors in basic patterns and simple grammar structures impede 
understanding.



The CEFR
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History of the CEFR

• Published by the Council 
of Europe in 2001

• Dates back to 1991

• 40 years of research

• 9 chapters and over 270 
pages



Why do we need frameworks?

Test A Test B



The CEFR and its Levels
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Lowest

Highest



Levels, Scales, Descriptors

6 
Levels

70+ Scales

300+ Descriptors (Can 
dos)



Listening and The CEFR
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Global (General) scale



The Global Scale and receptive skills

B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard input on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure, etc.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
complex text on both 
concrete and 
abstract topics, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialization.

Can understand a 
wide range of 
demanding, longer 
texts, and recognise
implicit meaning.



Level of understanding

B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard input on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure, etc.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
complex text on both 
concrete and 
abstract topics, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialization.

Can understand a 
wide range of 
demanding, longer 
texts, and recognise
implicit meaning.



Types of text…..

B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard input on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure, etc.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
complex text on both 
concrete and 
abstract topics, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialization.

Can understand a 
wide range of 
demanding, longer 
texts, and recognise
implicit meaning.



Familiarity/complexity

B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard input on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure, etc.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
complex text on both 
concrete and 
abstract topics, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialization.

Can understand a 
wide range of 
demanding, longer 
texts, and recognize 
implicit meaning.



Global vs Detailed Scales

Global

Detailed



Listening Comprehension



B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure etc., 
including short 
narratives.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
propositionally and 
linguistically complex 
speech on both 
concrete and abstract 
topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialisation.

Can understand 
enough to follow 
extended speech on 
abstract and complex 
topics beyond his/her 
own field, though 
he/she may need to 
confirm occasional 
details, especially if 
the accent is 
unfamiliar.

Overall Oral Comprehension



B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure etc., 
including short 
narratives.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
propositionally and 
linguistically complex 
speech on both 
concrete and abstract 
topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialisation.

Can understand 
enough to follow 
extended speech on 
abstract and complex 
topics beyond his/her 
own field, though 
he/she may need to 
confirm occasional 
details, especially if 
the accent is 
unfamiliar.

Level of understanding



B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure etc., 
including short 
narratives.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
propositionally and 
linguistically complex 
speech on both 
concrete and abstract 
topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialisation.

Can understand 
enough to follow 
extended speech on 
abstract and complex 
topics beyond his/her 
own field, though 
he/she may need to 
confirm occasional 
details, especially if 
the accent is 
unfamiliar.

Complexity of speech



B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure etc., 
including short 
narratives.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
propositionally and 
linguistically complex 
speech on both 
concrete and abstract 
topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialisation.

Can understand 
enough to follow 
extended speech on 
abstract and complex 
topics beyond his/her 
own field, though 
he/she may need to 
confirm occasional 
details, especially if 
the accent is 
unfamiliar.

Familiarity/complexity



B1 B2 C1

Can understand the 
main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
regularly 
encountered in work, 
school, leisure etc., 
including short 
narratives.

Can understand the 
main ideas of 
propositionally and 
linguistically complex 
speech on both 
concrete and abstract 
topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, 
including technical 
discussions in his/her 
field of specialisation.

Can understand 
enough to follow 
extended speech on 
abstract and complex 
topics beyond his/her 
own field, though 
he/she may need to 
confirm occasional 
details, especially if 
the accent is 
unfamiliar.

Accent



The CEFR and Listening 
Assessment
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Linking Tests to Standards

CEFR
broad, wide-ranging 

descriptions of possible 
language use ability

Test A

Test B



Tests at the British Council

6 possible listening 
tasks



Aptis Listening Task specifications
Target 
level

Skill Focus Task Description

B2 Discourse 
construction, meaning 
representation and 
inference in abstract 
texts.

6) The candidate listens to a dialogue between two speakers and 
identifies whose opinion matches the statement. The information 
targeted will require the integration of abstract ideas and 
propositions across an extended stretch of interaction.
5) The candidate listens to a monologue to identify two 
opinions/attitudes which are expressed by the speaker. The 
information targeted will require the integration of abstract ideas 
and propositions across an extended stretch of interaction.

B1 Identifying factual 
information

4) Q&A about listening text. Listen to short monologues and 
conversations to identify factual information. 
3) Identifying aspects of a topic and matching each aspect to a 
speaker. Listen to a short description to identify factual information.

A2 Identifying specific, 
factual information

2) Q&A about listening text. Listen to short monologues and 
conversations to identify short, specific pieces of information 

A1 Lexical recognition 1) Listen to a short monologue and choose the best option to 
answer a question. 



Aptis Listening Componant

Target level Skill Focus

B2 Discourse 
construction, 
meaning 
representation and 
inference in 
abstract texts.

B1 Identifying factual 
information

A2 Identifying specific, 
factual 
information

A1 Lexical 
recognition
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Aptis Listening Componant

Target level Task Description

B2 —The candidate listens to a dialogue between two speakers
—The candidate listens to a monologue

B1 —Listen to short monologues and conversations
—Listen to a short description

A2 —Listen to short monologues and conversations

A1 —Listen to a short monologue
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Aptis Listening Componant

Target 
level

Task Description

B2 —match opinions
—identify opinions/attitudes

B1 —identify factual information. 

A2 —identify short, specific pieces of information 

A1 —choose the best option to answer a question



Why is this useful for teachers?

decode a score
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decode a testCEFR

Create a test

Prepare for a test



Decoding a score
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• Areas for improvement
• Ideas for lesson and 

curriculum reconfiguration
• Guidance for selecting 

materials
• Structuring assessment for 

learning
• Goal setting



Decoding process
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Where is your student?

Where do they need to be?

What to focus on?

Set goals

Choose materials

Teach/Study

Re-test



In this workshop, we have: 
• Overviewed the CEFR
• Unpacked how listening is managed in the CEFR
• Discussed the CEFR and Listening Assessment
• Explored the implications for teachers

Workshop Summary



More information

The CEFR Companion 2020:                                                      
bit.ly/3krDdxi

The full Aptis Technical Manual:                                    
bit.ly/3D8ZMhC

The British Council Language Assessment MOOC:       
bit.ly/3mXYLDi
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https://bit.ly/3krDdxi
https://bit.ly/3D8ZMhC
https://bit.ly/3mXYLDi


My Email:
William.bayliss@britishcouncil.org.cn

East Asia Assessment Solutions Team:

Thank you! 

mailto:Jonathan.Dixon@britishcouncil.org.cn


Thank you
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