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What is the CEFR?

A language framework:

« What users can do at different stages

[

« What learners have to learn in order

to communicate

- Reference levels of proficiency 4
* Not just a global scale r
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Background




Who made it?

Common European Framework  Council of Europe’s Language Policy
of Reference for Languages:

Learning, teaching, assessment division

Began in 1971

Published in 2001

Revision in 2018

9 chapters and 270 pages long

« Www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-
framework-reference-languages

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Goals and Aims

« Language syllabuses

» Curriculum guidelines
« Examinations

 Textbooks

Commve Yo )

« Measures progress at each level of language learning

» Life-long progress

* In different learning contexts

« To increase global mobility
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Purpose

The CEFR

=is founded on the conviction that language learning outcomes
are likely to benefit internationally if syllabuses and curricula,
textbooks and examinations are shaped by a common
understanding

=does not claim to be that common understanding, but rather a
means of promoting various forms of international
collaboration out of which such understanding can arise and
gradually be refined
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Action-Oriented Approach

= | anguage is used for communicative acts:
e External and social
e Internal and private

=Communicative acts occur in language activity:

‘

e Reception
e Production
e Interaction

e Mediation
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Communicative Language Ability

=Communicative language ability is our ability to engage in
language activity.

= Always occurs in a context:
e personal
e public
e educational
e occupational

= Sociolinguistic and pragmatic
components

= Performance of tasks and
the use of strategies
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The CEFR




CEFR Stages
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CEFR Vertical Stages

Independent User Proficient User
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Substages

Proficient

User

Independent

User

Basic

= N W A~ OO

www.britishcouncil.org

B2+

B2

B1l+

Bl

A1

A2+

A2




Comparison

Cambridge English

A range of exams to meet different needs

Proficiency
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Comparison

CEFR

LEVEL _

C2 8.5 CPE

C1 7.0 CAE 95 Advanced Grade 1

B2 | 55 FCE T2 | otormoniate | Grade Pre-1
B1 4 PET 42 | intermediate| Grade 2
A2 3 KET Grade Pre-2
A1 3,4,5
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Horizontal Dimensions

Horizontal categories enable us to consider how
e the capacities of the language learner
e the different aspects of language activity
e the conditions and constraints imposed by context

combine with one another to shape communication.

= These reflect what learners can do with language in specific
contexts. Not what learners can’t do.
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Global Scale

an understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise information from
different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent
presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer
shades of meaning even in more complex situations.

an understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. Can
_

« Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and
C 1 abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of
specialisation.
» Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular
2 interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either
B party.

» Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain
a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages

B 1 of various options.
J U A . A U \J 1J A U V y U CA y Ul A U A \J U A U U Ily

3s30ns and explanations for gninions and plans

» Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very
A 2 basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type.
 Can introduce him/herself and others and can ask and answer
guestions about personal details such as where he/she lives, people
he/she knows and things he/she has.
A 1 » Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly
and clearly and is prepared to help.
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CEFR Self-Assessment Grid

A1 A2 B1 B2 G C2

.............
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I can deal with most situations

il

likely to arise whilst travelling
in an area where the language
. lis spoken. I can enter
- “lunprepared into conversation
on topics that are familiar, of

“n plalm Yo = | lanhm 2 A = 1AFRE -
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lllustrative Scales
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Shows good control of elementary vocabulary
but major errors still occur when expressing
more complex thoughts or handling unfamiliar
topics and situations.

Can control a narrow repertoire dealing with
concrete everyday needs.

Lexical accuracy is generally high, though
some confusion and incorrect word cho'ge
does occur without hindering communica



Conclusion




Benefits of the CEFR

[Easier to explain language proficiency ]

[Define and describe classroom objectives ]

[Design tasks and adapt materials for ‘next level’ ]

[Overcome barriers to communication between professionals ]

[Learning at center of process }
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Thank You!

JohnDylan.Burton@BritishCouncil.org.cn




